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E.O. 11652:N/A 

T AGS : TECH,ENRG, FR.BE, JA,UK, FRG 
SUBJECT: LMFBR/LWR POWER COSTS 

1 . FOLLOWING INFO URGENTLY NEEDED BY TASK FORCE FORMED BY 
WHITE HOUSE TO REVIEW U.S. LMFBR PROGRAM: 

2. ESTIMATED CAPITAL COST AND POWER COSTS OF AN LMFBR 
VERSUS AN EQUIVALENT LWR DURING TIME WHEN BOTH ARE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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COMPETING COMMERCIALLY WITHIN RESPECTIVE COUNTRY. 
ESPECIALLY DESIRABLE TO OBTAIN SUCH AN ESTIMATED PRO- 
JECTION FROM FRANCE, UK, FRG, AND JAPAN. 

3. RECOGNIZING PROJECTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS, 
TECHNOLOGY AND ECONOMICS ARE DIFFICULT ESPECIALLY FOR 
LMFBR, ESTIMATES OF THE RANGE OF UNCERTAINTY FOR PRO- 
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JECTION ARE DESIRABLE. 

4. IF REQUESTED INFO NOT AVAILABLE, A RATIO OR PERCENT 
DIFFERENCE WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES WILL SUFFICE. ALSO 
IDENTIFY SOURCE OF INFORMATION. 

5. THIS STUDY IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE U.S. DOMESTIC LMFBR 

PROGRAM AND. IN PARTICULAR, THE CLINCH RIVER BREEDER 
REACTOR. IT WILL ASSESS THE ROLE OF THE LMFBR IN THE U.S. 
ENERGY FUTURE AND THE TIMING AND PACE OF THE PROGRAM. 

IT WILL NOT REPEAT NOT DIRECTLY CONSIDER INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUES RELATED TO THE LMFBR, ALTHOUGH POSSIBLE DANGERS 
OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION FROM PLUTONIUM PROCESSING 
NEEDED BY LMFBR'S WILL BE INCLUDED. 

6. IN VIEW POSSIBLE SENSITIVITY BY HOST GOVERNMENT THAT 
U.S. MIGHT BE PLANNING TO USE REQUESTED DATA TO DEMON- 
STRATE THAT LMFBR DEVELOPMENT NOT NEEDED AND UNDESIRABLE 
FROM NON-PROLIFERATION STANDPOINT, ADDRESSEES SHOULD USE 
INFORMATION ALREADY AVAILABLE TO THEM INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE. 
TO EXTENT INQUIRIES MADE, THEY SHOULD BE LOW-KEY AND AT 
TECHNICAL LEVEL. 

7. PLEASE CABLE INFO OR NEGATIVE REPLY NO LATER THAN 
MARCH 25. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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